"Building family-centred approaches in early
childhood intervention: from principles to practice™.
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‘The news that a child has, or is at

risk from, a developmental
disability is often among the most
frightening and confusing pieces
of information that parents will

ever receive.’
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‘At birth Society makes a social

contract with its families.’
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‘Early Intervention can be defined in all forms of
child-ayetestttesiimiirgy santhiithées s praest-

oriented guidance activities which are

implemented in direct and immediate

consequence of the identification of the
developmental condition. Early Intervention

pertains to the child as well as to the parents, th e
family and the broader network.’
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‘Early Intervention means professionals working in
partnership with parents of children with special n eeds
to help their children develop their knowledge and

skills to reach their potential. It builds upon th e
strengths found in all children and families. Rese arch
and practice have proven that Early Intervention

produces immediate and long term benefits for

children with disabilities, their families, and soc iety.’

Carpenter (2001)
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! !Providing effective Early Intervention programmes for

vulnerable children and their families constitutes one
of the mostimportant challenges for contemporary
societies. State-ofthe-artirtiateevtioion regujuaetine

contributions of specialists from many disciplines, the
construction of programmes that are firmly rooted i n
ik rreetided e feantnured  esseaoth capoageEaMm me me

development component that is capable of

incorporating emerging research findings, and

advocates and administrators to ensure that funding :
personnel and related resources policies are availa  ble
and consistent with the knowledge base and goals of
Early Intervention.’
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‘Early Intervention is best conceptualised
as a system designed to support family
patterns of interaction that best promote
children’s development.’

Guralnick (2001)
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Low normal

_scorgs/ mild No problems

impairments St
32%

Severe
disability
22%

Moderate disability

Proportion of children with disability out of
241 children seen at 6 years
by comparison with their classmates (Marlow et al., 2005)
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Birth period coloured by fear and distress
The ‘unexpected’

lliness

Attention on the baby and its survival

Her experience goes unprocessed

She is not rehabilitated following the birth

Normal social mores ignored —  suspended visiting, celebrations,
congratulation cards

Significant interruptions to biological wiring

Transition from pregnant person to new mother is de layed (and
may never happen)

Suspended grief

Greater than usual risk of post-natal depression
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91 per 10,000 in the 1in 800 school
total population (1 in children (previously
every 110 people) 1in 1,000)

Medical Research
Council,
2001
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‘One in five children have SEN, but
children with SEN are three times
more likely to have mental
problems.’
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‘Poverty can increase the risk of a child having
an impairment... Having a disabled child can
also mean that parents find it harder to
maintain full-time employment, their housing
can be inadequate for their child’s needs, and
expenditure on basic needs is increased.’

(Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit, 2005, p. 86)
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‘Inclusivity is key to the self-

defining family.’
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In a transdisciplinary team the roles
are not fixed. Decisions are made by
professionals collaborating at a
primary level (rather than at a
secondary level as in a multi-
disciplinary team). The boundaries
between disciplines are deliberately
blurred to employ a “targeted eclectic
flexibility”.’
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... Itsal

erent road o]
the road that'’s cushioned and softened by the laugh  ter
and the smiles of love, and tears of our children. That

road is the same road, and, when we relate to each
other, we have the partnership that dreams are made

of. From the educational psychologist who sits wit h
you and tries to translate the vision you have for your
child in the way his or her report is written, to t he
occupational therapist who'll make a separate
attachment to your child’s wheelchair so the cat ca n
curl up next to your child, to the midwife who find sa
lovely position you can feed your child in even tho ugh
it's completely against her textbook knowledge...

These are professionals who are working in the spir it
of the term “partnership”.’

NECIC 2012 Sibu Malaysia a7

NECIC 2012 Sibu Malaysia

‘Holistic, family-oneiteid d ppoacote s
require close collaboration between the
range of professionals in the fields of
pedagogy, psychology, social sciences

and medicine.’

(Peterander )
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‘dance towards partnership’

and remind us that
‘the only magic to forming partnerships is
to slowly, tenderly and persistently share
our dreams with each other, for it is our
children who give us the reason and
opportunity to strengthen our partnerships
with others.’
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‘It is difficultin a society that does not
value disabled children to find help that is
non-judgemental. Admitting that one’s
child might be harder work than many
does not come easily if you are trying to
challenge outdated attitudes. Asking for
support does not mean that you do not
love your child, or that you are wishing
them away.’
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idea for disabled children and those close to them to
aspire to a quality of life comparable to that enjo  yed
by others who do not live with a disability. In ou r view
it is unacceptable at the beginning of the 21 st century
for the lives and experiences of disabled children and
their families to be bereft of those features that many
of us take for granted; features which make for an
ordinary and reasonable quality of life. Families are
our greatest resource and if they are not seen as a
resource they become problems.’
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‘The severity of the child’s disorder, at any
level, can leave parents exhausted to a degree
that is dependent on their stress tolerance.
Many of them experience chronic pessimism
and risk breakdowns in their functioning.

Early intervention should seek to divert this
bleak outcome. It should seek it vigorously

and with great endeavour.’
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Engagement

‘It is important to do something and do
it with a degree of intensity.’

Mesibov (2001 )
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Morgan and Serena, 11 days old
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